PERFUMES   AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.
important ones now in use together with their physical constants
but cannot claim to be absolutely complete, owing to the fact
that new products are appearing from time to time, frequently
under names which disguise their chemical nature and do not
serve to indicate whether the products in question are true chem-
ical identities or mixtures.
With the coming of the synthetics the perfumer has had a
new set of difficult problems to solve. The flower perfumes are
themselves nicely blended by nature to produce desirable odors,
the varying notes being delicately harmonized. The perfumer,
therefore, in using these has merely to mix them in easily ascer-
tainable proportions and can hardly fail of producing a reason-
ably pleasing odor. This is far from true of the synthetics, each
of which, assuming the impossible case that they are absolutely
pure, represents but a single note in. the scale of odor harmony.
The blending of these, in themselves often disagreeable odors, to
produce a delightful composition is a task of real magnitude and
much progress is still possible. At best it is practically impos-
sible to duplicate with exactitude the fine delicacy of the flower
perfumes and it is for this reason that the synthetics can never
entirely replace the natural perfumes, whatever their advantage
in the direction of economy.
The correct use of these materials will be taken up as fully
as is practical in,an added chapter dealing not only with the
synthetics themselves but with the many valuable specialties
which have been compounded by the manufacturers for the con-
venience of perfumers.